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Prez says:
By Milo Mecham, President

I find that, for myself, once the excitement of ge�ing involved in a new project has turned into the everyday
activity of working on the project, it becomes all too easy to concentrate on the daily activities and lose a li�le

focus on the big issue.  This is my “not seeing the forest for the trees” problem.

We on the Board have been talking about how we can encourage more volunteers, especially more Board
members.  We have been talking about responding to the Biden administration’s proposed Environmental

Assessment creating protections for old-growth forests, and other activities.  When I started to write this note, I
first wrote a draft on these details when it occurred to me that all these discussions need to be done in the

context of the overall purpose of the Friends of Douglas-Fir National Monument. 

The Friends of Douglas-Fir National Monument was formed to advocate for, and advance the idea of a national
monument that recognizes the unique character of the Douglas-fir species.  The area of the upper Santiam, and
the upper McKenzie River forms an ideal area for a Douglas-Fir National Monument.  It contains magnificent
old-growth stands. The area around Crabtree Creek may be the oldest stand, or among the oldest stands, of
Douglas-fir left in the world. The area of the proposed monument also contains large areas of mature forests

that embody the wonder and diversity of the Douglas-fir ecosystem. Once I start on the reasons why we need a
Douglas-Fir National Monument it is hard to stop.  

But back to the idea of the forest and the trees; we need volunteers to help us on the Board and in other
activities, because we need to spread the news of the importance of the Monument.  We need to push the Biden

administration on its old-growth initiative because it is a good interim step on the way to the protections of a
national monument.  Every time we admire or promote a particular step (a tree), we need to remember the

importance of the forest that surrounds it, that makes up the Douglas-Fir National Monumwnt.

Obtaining our goal of a national monument is not an easy task.  Even once you have momentum of broad
public support (which we need more of) you need to go through the bureaucratic process to finally make it to
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declaration.   The end of a president’s term is traditionally a time when national monuments are declared. It
seems unlikely that the Douglas-Fir National Monument will make it this Presidential term.

So, what we need to do while we work on the trees is to keep our eyes on the forest as a whole, to keep
expanding our base in terms of volunteers, board members, other group endorsements, and to keep writing to

the President and to our members of Congress, so that everyone paying a�ention is aware that there is a
beautiful, wonderful forest up there on the Santiam and the McKenzie Rivers that needs recognition as a

national monument.

King Tut tree in the Crabtree Valley.  One of the largest and oldest Douglas-firs left.
Photo courtesy of Chandra LaGue



I’m Lichen Nature

Occasionally we want to discuss the science of the Douglas-fir ecosystem.  We want to start, of course, with the
Douglas-fir. You can go to h�ps://www.douglasfirnationalmonument.org/douglas%20fir%20tree.html to read
about the second largest tree in the United States, to learn why the common name of the Douglas-fir is
hyphenated, how the tree is actually named after two Sco�ish naturalists, and a guideline and a semi-reliable,
semi-tongue in cheek, way to (usually) identify the Douglas-fir. 

Watch This!

We occasionally discuss a book that might be of interest to you.  This time our President Emeritus, Dave Stone,
discusses a YouTube movie.

 If you don’t watch another movie this year, watch this one:

The Mission To Save America's Oldest Trees Crown Jewels (Full Documentary)
h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tl2RFcvTuqQ

It makes the case for strengthening the Forests Service’s nationwide plans to protect our remaining mature and
old growth forests. Starting out in Appalachia in the headwaters of one of the best rafting rivers in the east, the
New River, and ending in our own back yard in the Flat Country timber sale in our recently expanded
Monument.

Watch local Appalachians make the case against a large mature and old growth clearcut that would make their
long time homes unlivable. Then head west to Wisconsin where the Mennominie tribe has been practicing
sustainable forestry as they have been for thousands of years. Finally, end up here in Oregon to hear Oregon’s
very own Tim Ingalsbee and Chandra LeGue tell the story of protecting our Pacific Northwest rain forests.

Reminder:  We have already sent a notice about the opportunity to comment on the National Old Growth
Amendments. Thank you for your submissions. The deadline is September 20. Go to  h�ps://www.climate-
forests.org/protectourforests  if you want to submit a comment or get on the electronic list to follow any
updates.
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